	Workshop Title
	Defining Race and Ethnicity

	Workshop Goals
	The point of this workshop is not to give students a solid definition of race and ethnicity, but rather to make them understand how slippery those definitions can be. Race is not a hard biological fact. But that is not to say it isn’t real.

We want youth to question their own assumptions, a skill that is crucial for critical thinking.

	
	Directions
	Materials
	Time

	Icebreaker
	This is the last workshop of the summer. Have each person say something that stuck out to them from the workshop, and do plus delta for the workshop.

Ask about last Thursday’s workshop.
	
	

	Activity 1: Where is race?
	1. Split the youth into three teams. Give each team a map of the globe.

2. Their first task is two write down each race somewhere in the ocean.

3. Then assign each race a color, and color in the map to represent where those races live.

4. Ask each group to present their map. Do the maps look the same? Did people write down the same races? Did any groups disagree on how to make the map?
	
	

	Activity 2: What is race?
	1. Bring the census race categories for 2010. Does it match what their maps have?

2. Then bring up the census race categories for all of history. Ask for youth’s reactions. Do they have any questions?

3. If they don’t bring it up, ask about a) where Hispanic and Latinos identify; b) why are so many Asian groups listed? Are they all separate races? What might have caused these changes? c) What would you do if you were mixed race? The first time you could check more than one box was 2000. 
	
	

	Activity 3: What is ethnicity?


	1. Hopefully, during the last discussion, the idea of race and ethnicity being different things came up.

2. Ask each pair to come up with two definitions. One for race and one for ethnicity.

3. Have one group put up their definition for race on the whiteboard, and discuss it as a group. Do the same for ethnicity.

4. Is race the same as ethnicity? What determines someone’s race or ethnicity?

5. Have the pairs do some active listening. What is your race? Your ethnicity? Is one more important than the other? Debrief as a group to see if any ideas came up.
	
	

	Reflection
	Ask each youth to answer the question: Is race real? Why or why not?
	
	

	Homework 
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	
	
	


